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Antje Zeiher welcomes visitors with “Ahoi [Ahoy],” a signal word derived from the nautical jargon, in her exhibition at gallery Françoise Heitsch.

Bold and present in their colourfulness and gestures, a certain vividness originates from the images, which captures and challenges the spectators’ perception. Waves, flags, pennants, ropes, and distant landscapes are merely indicated but not actually depicted in the often large-scale works. It is a play between form and non-form, which evades precise determinations and associations.

The titles of the images, provided that these exist, are deliberately kept open. According to Antje Zeiher’s artistic process, these come about only after the works’ completion. There is no pre-existing idea of a finished image or abstraction of a real object at the beginning; rather, the ideas of the individual painting emerge only through the work process.

Based on a new format, a colour or the memory of a find, such as the arbitrary pattern combination of a road-racing cyclist’s tricot, for example, Antje Zeiher creates the painting layer by layer. She follows her intuition and the play with associations, insinuations and memories which similar to a dream have influence on the flow of the creative work.

Some paintings appear as if she wanted to integrate the materiality of the art of weaving into the image-space, like flags of imaginary countries. Others, with their broad bars, their graphic accentuation and the stark contrasting colours, are evocative of graffiti art. Lines, which follow bodies and figures, provide these works with an appearance of movement within the image-space, just like speed-lines do in comics. As a further nod to comics serve the outlines which in a slightly displaced manner only vaguely contour the forms. They create a vibration and contribute to the illusion of movement.

The painter uses highly pigmented and waxy acrylic paint, which remains resistive when applied and creates no accidental paint drops, but demands deliberate strokes instead. Her painterly gestures are wild at times, but remain dynamic throughout; raw strokes create tension in the image-space.

She deals with the central questions of painting which emerge during the creative process – with disparity, contrast and balance in the colours, form, intensity, structure and space.

The painting develops organically with this not always pain-free inharmoniousness, it distances itself from the find and accesses new contexts and meanings. This method is in need of a specific boldness, the courage to let go, to paint over embosomed elements for the benefit of the painting overall, to destroy until only traces are left.

It is a creative process that demands a complete openness from the artist, which allows for the most unwieldy images to unfold the greatest potential and which will still be tangible in the completed work.

In her latest works, the artist opens up towards the objective realm without losing the vagueness and indetermination of her paintings. Her works flirt with the objective realm and play with the object and its associations, revealing a subtle humour, which interrogates the perception of our reality.
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